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Preface

Between 1851 and 1853, Gregor Mendel was enrolled as a
student at the University of Vienna. There, he was part of a
vibrant scientific community, and his professors of natural
sciences were standing at the forefront of scientific
discussions of the time. After returning to Brno Mendel
started plant hybridization experiments. In 1866, his
famous paper “Versuche über Pflanzen-Hybriden“ was
published, which laid the foundation of scientific plant and
animal breeding as well as of the new science of genetics.
In 2022, 200 years after Gregor Mendel‘s birthday, this
source book and “walking guide“ illustrates the presence of
Gregor Mendel in Vienna: Places he had been to, his most
influential teachers, institutions commemorating his work
and continuing his science at present.
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Gregor Mendel Strasse

In 1933, Erich Tschermak, the Vienna-based rediscoverer of Mendel‘s laws of
inheritance applied for renaming the former “Hochschulstrasse“ to “Gregor
Mendel Strasse“. Gregor Mendel Strasse is in the cottage area of XVIIIth

district, north-west of Vienna.2



Hochschulstrasse in 1920 (ONB Bildarchiv) 
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Universität für Bodenkultur Wien (BOKU)
University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna
Gregor Mendel Str. 33, 1180 Wien  (https://boku.ac.at)

BOKU University houses research units dealing with animal and plant breeding,
molecular genetics and other disciplines applying genetic methods.

BOKU University is the location of Gregor Mendel Society of Vienna. 
(https://www.gregormendelgesellschaft.at)
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Cafe Mendel (BOKU, Gregor Mendel Strasse 33, Vienna)
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Gregor Mendel

Copy of a Gregor Mendel portrait held at the
Tschermak collection of BOKU Institute of Plant
Breeding. The iconic portrait is frequently used to
illustrate newspaper articles and other artwork.
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Mendel bust
created by Daniel Fairbanks (2020)
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Special issue stamp of Deutsche Post in July 2022 (stamp design by: Julia Warbanow)
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Present-day BOKU 
plant breeding research
GWAS; Genomic selection; TILLING; Modern 
phenotyping; Disease resistance; Product
quality
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Present-day BOKU animal breeding research
Genomic data analysis;
Genomic selection;
Diversity and local breeds;
Robots and sensors12



Erich von Tschermak-
Seysenegg (1871-1962)

Re-discoverer of Gregor Mendel‘s work in
1900. Tschermak became the first
professor at the chair of plant breeding at
BOKU university (1909-1941) (ÖAW Archiv)
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Erich Tschermak‘s Mendel-
re-discovery publication of
1900 (Tschermak collection,
BOKU)
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Erich Tschermak‘s notes on Mendel‘s paper (ÖAW 
Archiv)

Erich Tschermak as a professor
(ÖAW Archiv)
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Staff members of the
Tschermak chair of plant
breeding in the
experimental field in
1912 (ÖAW Archiv) 21
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Interspecific hybrids
(Tschermak collection,
BOKU)
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Interspecific hybrids (Tschermak
collection, BOKU)
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Interspecific hybrids
(Tschermak collection,
BOKU)
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Mendelian inheritance on display
(Tschermak collection, BOKU)
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Erich von Tschermak-Seysenegg
Located at the nearby Döblinger Friedhof (cemetery), Erich Tschermaks tomb remembers him as a
botanist and plant breeder. Note: Hermine Tschermak (1838 (!) - 1929) was Erich Tschermak‘s mother.
Hermine Tschermak was the daughter of botanist Eduard Fenzl who had been one of Mendel‘s professors
of botany at University of Vienna.
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initiated to erect the monument

Dahlia “Gregor Mendel“.
A new cultivar of Dahlia
was named after Gregor
Mendel in September
2022 (Dahlien-Kultur DI.
Gerhard Wirth)
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Friedrich Engels Platz
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Gregor Mendel 
monument at Friedrich 
Engels Platz, 1200 Wien.

The monument (by
Italian artist Mario
Petrucci, 1955) is an
early attempt of science
communication in public
open space when
context is partly lost.
While dedicated to
Gregor Mendel it also
shows the difficulty of
illustrating the existence
of a symbolic repre-
sentation (gene) of a
phenotypic character.
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Gregor Mendel monument at 
Friedrich Engels Platz
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Gregor Mendel monument at 
Friedrich Engels Platz
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Gregor Mendel monument at 
Friedrich Engels Platz
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Erich Tschermak-Seysenegg initiated the erection of the monument and was himself
depicted on a house wall next to it as the “Viennese re-discoverer“ of Mendel‘s laws
of inheritance.
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initiated to erect the monument

Mendel revisited.
Lecture performance for comme-
morating Gregor Mendel‘s 200th
birthday (Angela Wiedermann,
Evamaria Müller, Mendel monument,
July 2022)
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Mendel‘s teachers at the University of Vienna between 1851 and 1853
Universität Wien, Arkadenhof, Universitätsring 1, 1010 Wien   (https://www.univie.ac.at)35

University of Vienna
The archive of University
of Vienna also holds the
documentation of Gregor
Mendel‘s enrollment as a
student and his
performance records.

https://www.univie.ac.at/


Christian Doppler (1803-1853)
Professor of physics from 1850 to 1853. Doppler was the first to
describe the effect of frequency shift of a wave of sound when the
observer is moving relative to the source (“Doppler-effect“).
During the first two semesters of his stay in Vienna, Mendel had
mainly studied physics in Christian Doppler‘s newly established
and modern institute. Very probably, Mendel was influenced by
Doppler with respect to scientific methodology such as
experimentation, data recording and literature research.

36



Christian Doppler
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Franz Unger (1800-1870)
Professor of botany from 1849 to 1866. Mendel subscribed to
Unger‘s lecture „Anatomie und Physiologie der Pflanzen“. Unger
was a strong supporter of early pre-Darwinian theories of
evolution. From 1851 on, Unger was involved in heated public
disputes on evolutionary topics. He argued that all plants had
common ancestors and concluded the same for animals and
humans. He was heavily attacked in newspaper articles from
members of church, while students signed a petition in favor of
Unger.38



Franz Unger
39
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Austrian Academy of
Sciences (ÖAW)
Dr. Ignaz Seipel-Platz 2, Vienna (https://www.oeaw.ac.at)

The library archive holds an original letter of Gregor
Mendel to his mother written on June 15, 1859. The
archive also holds the estate of Erich Tschermak.

University before 1850
(source: ONB Bildarchiv; main building of the
now Academy of Sciences was part of
University of Vienna at Mendel‘s time )

41

https://www.oeaw.ac.at/


Mendel‘s letter to his
mother of 25 June 1859 (ÖAW Archiv)
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Erich Tschermak – estate
at the Academy of Sciences archive (ÖAW Archiv)
containing most of Tschermak‘s professional
correspondence and various other documents
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A letter of Jan. 1, 1903 from William Bateson to
Erich Tschermak explaining the Mendelian
inheritance of combs and complaints about
„Biometricians“ (E. Tschermak-estate, ÖAW
Archiv)
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Erich Tschermak as a participant of
the 1937 Berlin congress of genetics
(ÖAW Archiv)
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Erich Tschermak in pictures (ÖAW Archiv)
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Erich Tschermak (ÖAW Archiv)
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Corner house at Landstrasse / Invalidenstrasse
1030 Wien
In the former house at this location, Gregor Mendel was residing during his stay in Vienna
1851-1853. The house belonged to the St. Elisabeth monastery and hospital. The church tower
of St. Elisabeth (Elisabethinenkirche) is visible in the back at the left.49



Mendel‘s residence as a student
Corner house at Landstrasse / Invalidenstrasse, 1030 Wien
19th century views (ONB Bildarchiv)50
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Botanical Institute at Botanical Garden
Rennweg 14, 1030 Wien (https://botanik.univie.ac.at)

The library is holding an original reprint of Mendel‘s 1866 paper which Mendel had
sent to Prof. Anton Kerner Ritter von Marilaun.
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Colchicum autumnale L. (autumn crocus)

Botanical Garden, University of Vienna
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Eduard Fenzl (1808-1879)
Professor of botany, director of the Vienna Botanical Garden (1849-
1878). In contrast to Franz Unger, Eduard Fenzl did not believe in the
process of fertilisation and the contribution of maternal genetic
material to embryo development. There is a popular assumption
that Fenzl had a dispute with Gregor Mendel on fertilisation which
might have motivated Mendel to conduct hybridization experiments.
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Anton Kerner Ritter von Marilaun (1831-1898)
Professor of botany at Innsbruck University (1860-1878), director of the Vienna Botanical Garden (1878-
1898) following Eduard Fenzl. Kerner‘s main interest was in phytosociology, but he devoted considerable
efforts to hybrids (bastards) which he considered important in the process of formation of new species.55



Reprint of Mendel‘s 1866 paper
at the Botanical Institute library (Kerner-reprint). Gregor Mendel
sent the reprint to Anton Kerner Ritter von Marilaun in 1867. The
reprint contains Mendel‘s hand-written corrections of printing
errors.
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Text of Mendel‘s letter accompanying
the reprint to A. Kerner of Jan. 1, 1867.
(text and picture from: Kronfeld, 1908)
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p 3

p 6

p 9

p 12

p 31

p 34

p 46

Gregor Mendel‘s hand-
written corrections of
printing errors.
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Mendel and Kerner

Anton Kerner was a student of medicine at University of Vienna from 1848-1854. Due
to his interest in botany, he also followed the lectures by Johann Georg Bill, Eduard
Fenzl and Franz Unger at the same time as Gregor Mendel. Very probably, Kerner and
Mendel met each other during that time.

In 1855 after the cholera epidemics in Vienna, Kerner turned to natural sciences, he
worked as a teacher in Ofen (now Buda/Budapest, Hungary) and was appointed
professor in Innsbruck (1860) and later in Vienna (1878).

Mendel sent a letter with the reprint to Kerner on Jan. 1 , 1867, one day after his letter
to Carl von Nägeli. Mendel probably hoped that Kerner might understand his research
in the context of evolution.

According to Tschermak / Weiling (1966) and Marantz Henig the reprint remained
uncut.

According to Iltis, Kerner did not comment on Mendel‘s paper but was more interested
in his Hieracium bastards.
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Theresia Schindler
Portrait photography of Gregor
Mendel‘s sister Theresia
Schindler (Library, Botanical
Institute, University of Vienna).60
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Gregor Mendel Institute, Dr.-Bohr-Gasse 3, 1030 Wien
(https://www.gmi.oeaw.ac.at)
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Gregor Mendel Institute
Dr.-Bohr-Gasse 3, 1030 Wien

The Gregor Mendel Institute (GMI) of the Austrian Academy of Sciences is
dealing with all aspects of basic molecular plant biology from epigenetics
through signalling and up to population genetics.
(photo credits: GMI Vienna)
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Media coverage –
Gregor Mendel in 
Austrian newspapers

During 1850 and 1884, Gregor Mendel‘s
name repeatedly appeared in Austrian
newspapers:

His places of residence when visiting
Vienna, his meteorological observations,
the election as abbot of the Augustinian
monastery, Mendel‘s voting behavior
during political elections, the emperor‘s
visit to Brno, Mendel‘s obituary and other
reports can be found in different
newspapers in German language (source:
ANNO, ONB).
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Fremdenblatt, 11 Aug 1850 p3: G. Mendel (registered as
“Professor v. Brünn“) arrived at the Schwarzer Adler hotel,
Leopoldstadt (2nd district), Taborstrasse. This was his trip to
Vienna to take his teaching license exam in which he failed.

Die Presse, 30 Oct 1851: G. Mendel (registered as “Priester aus
Brünn“) arrived at the Goldener Stern inn. This arrival marks
the beginning of his two years stay in Vienna as a university
student.

The Goldener Stern inn was a popular inn in the city center of
Vienna. As one of the oldest inns, it was located a few meters
from the main entrance to St. Stephen‘s cathedral only. The
address “Stadt Nr. 629“ means city center Nr. 629 which was
located at the former Brandstätte (now Jasomirgottstrasse 4).

After staying here a few days, Mendel took a private room at
Landstrasse 78 before he moved into a house owned by the St.
Elisabeth order at Landstrasse/Invalidenstrasse.

66



Mendel‘s view to St. Stephen‘s cathedral during his first
days in Vienna after arriving as a student in 1851. The
Goldener Stern inn was located close to the cathedral in
today Jasomirgottstrasse 4.

67



Wr. Zeitung, 10 Jun 1853: Report on a session of the
Imperial Zoolog.-Bot. Soc. of Vienna (1 June 1853),
in which G. Mendel reports on the biology of the
butterfly Botys margaritalis in the region of Brno
which damages seed of raddish and other
cruciferous plants. This is considered as Mendel‘s
first research report which has also been published
on the society journal.

Die Presse, 5 Nov 1851: G. Mendel takes a private
room at Landstrasse 78 about a week after his initial
arrival as a student.
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Fremdenblatt, 2 Oct 1855: G. Mendel arrived
at Schwarzer Adler hotel in Vienna.

Die Presse, 12 Aug 1857: G. Mendel reported
to the Central Institute of Meteorology on
observations of a thunderstorm and heavy rain
in Brno in the evening of August 7 1857.

Wr. Zeitung, 14 Apr 1854: Vinzenz Kollar
(Vienna botanical-zoological society) published
G. Mendel‘s report about pea seed beetle
damage in Moravia in 1853.
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Oesterreichisches
pädagogisches Wochenblatt
18 Nov 1857: G. Mendel (no.
16) listed as a teacher of
physics and natural history of
the k.k. Oberrealschule school
of Brno.
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Fremdenblatt, 3 Sept 1863: G. Mendel arrived
at Goldenes Lamm hotel in Vienna.

Goldenes Lamm hotel, Vienna (before 1856; 
Bildarchiv ONB)
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Die Presse, 7 Apr 1868: Report about G.
Mendel‘s April 5 election as abbot. Mendel is
considered a “German“, and the nationality of
the candidate has appeared to be an issue.

Fremdenblatt, 28 Apr 1869: G. Mendel
resides at Matschakerhof hotel in Vienna.
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Die Presse, 19 Aug 1870: Report about G.
Mendel as one of three candidates for
bishopship in Brno. Mendel is considered as a
very strict German (“Stockdeutscher“), so
people are disagreeing with him.

Das Vaterland, 13 Sept 1871: Author of an
article about elections in Moravia expresses
his disappointment about abbot G. Mendel,
who voted for the pro-constitutional party
(Liberal Party) instead of supporting the
national conservative German/Austrian party.

Fremdenblatt, 27 May 1868: G. Mendel
(registered as “Prälat“) resides at the Kaiserin
Elisabeth hotel in Vienna.
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Neue Freie Presse, 26 Jan 1872: In
different cases of disloyalty of the arch-
bishop of Olomouc and Czech clergy
against the Austrian empire, Gregor
Mendel is seen as the only loyal
representative of clergy. He is considered
as highly educated and as an Austrian
patriot.74



Fremdenblatt, 7 Aug 1873: Abbot G. Mendel (first
line) resides at Donau hotel in Vienna. J. Schindler
(last line, private from Brno) was his nephew Johann
Schindler with whom Mendel probably had visited
the 1873 Vienna World Exposition taking place during
that period.

‘Rotunde‘ building of the 1873 Vienna 
World Exposition (ONB Bildarchiv)

Former Nordbahnhof in Vienna where trains
arrived from Brno (ONB Bildarchiv)
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Das Vaterland, 20 Apr 1873: Among others, abbot
Mendel donated 20 fl. for the construction of a
church and seminar in Bucharest.

Wr. Zeitung, 12 Aug 1876: Abbot G. Mendel
resides at the Europa hotel in Leopoldstadt,
Vienna.
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Neue Freie Presse, 10 Oct 1878: Report
about G. Mendel elected as a vice president
of the Landes-Hypothekenbank mortgage
bank.

Neuigkeits-Welt-Blatt, 19 Dec 1878: G.
Mendel donating 10 fl. for growing trees in
Brno, and he received a promise about more
planting material for next spring.

77



Neue Freie Presse, 11 Jun 1880: G. Mendel
among the Brno honorables awaiting and
greeting emperor Franz Josef I. at Brno train
station on 10 Jun 1880 during the emperor‘s
visit to Brno.

Die Presse, 13 Jun 1880: G. Mendel among
Brno honorables invited for lunch with
emperor Franz Josef during his visit to Brno
on 12 Jun 1880.

Neue Freie Presse, 16 Oct 1883:
Announcement about G. Mendel resigning as
a director of Mährische Landes-
Hypothekenbank bank for health reasons.
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Das Vaterland, 7 Jan 1884: An obituary
on Gregor Mendel who passed away on
6 January 1884.
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Das Vaterland, 9 Jan 1884: A statement of
the Augustinian monastery in Brno on the
decease of G. Mendel is published.
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Mährisches Tagblatt, 8 Jan 1884: In the Moravian
newspaper Mährisches Tagblatt, an obituary on G.
Mendel is published. Remarkably, the last sentence
stresses Mendel‘s research on plant hybrids
(Pflanzen-Bastarde).
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